Books For Teaching the Trait: IDEA DEVELOPMENT

All the Places to Love — Patricia MacLachlan

Animal Dads — Sneed B. Collard

Barefoot: Escape on the Underground — Pamela Duncan Edwards
Dear Mr. Blueberry — Simon James

Doctor DeSoto — William Steig

Flashy Fantastic Rain Forest Frogs — Dorothy Patent

Frog and Toad Are Friends — Arnold Lobel

A Girl From Yambhill: A Memoir — Beverly Cleary

Hottest, Coldest, Highest, Deepest — Steve Jenkins

Mirandy and Brother Wind — Pat McKisack

Miss Rumphius — Barbara Cooney

The Mysteries of Harris Burdick — Chris Van Allsburg

Pete’s a Pizza — William Steig

Roxaboxen — Alice McLerran

A Short Walk Around the Pyramids and Through the World of Art —
Phillip Isaacson

Snowflake Bentley — Jacqueline Briggsbook Martin

Wilifrid Gordon McDonald Partridge — Mem Fox

Window — Jeannie Baker

Questions Parents Can Ask
Some questions parents can suggest their children ask to direct their
attention to IDEAS and CONTENT are:

Is my message clear?

Do I know enough about my TOPIC?

Did I make the topic interesting with DETAILS?

Is my topic the right FOCUS(not too large or too small)?
Did I SHOW what was happening rather than just TELL?

Other Ways Parents Can Help

Helping your children understand about IDEAS and CONTENT can
involve more than just pencil and paper activities. Take advantage of
everyday situations that help them THINK like great writers.










