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« Supporting our Children
as Writers

April 27, 2009

Julle.folkert@f armingtonki2.mius

® Strategles toIncrease
Writing Achlevement

+ BUlld Oral tanguage skills through
conversatlons

« Read to our children and Insure that
‘they Independently read throughout
'thE_ year

« Provide focused and effective
feedback about our Ch[ld s‘writlng

6 Strategles toIncrease
writing Achlevement (cont.)

+ Read iike a writer using excellent
models of writing

« Use writing to promote thinking

» Utllize choice to motivate children to
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Strategy #: The Power of
Conversation

A recent study shows that the
average American child spends less
than five minutes each day engaged
iIn conversation with a member of
his/her family.

= ASK UOUrseif....

= » How many nights a week do you sit
. down and enjoy dinner as a family?

« How much time do you spendIn
conversation with your children?
Note: Asking questions that regulre a
“Yes” or “No™ answer doesn't count
(i.e. “Do you have any homework?” )
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“ldea Bank: Conversation
starters

Each person at the table randomiy selects
a slip of paper from the contalner in the
center of the table. After reading the idea
on the slip and thinking about It for a
moment, gne person shares their
thoughts about the Idea on his/her slip.
Each person at the table can take turns
adding their thoughts, as wel, After
everyone has the opportunity to share,
the next person bedins the process with
the idea on his/her slip.
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The Power of Conversatlon

= Conversations help to bulld....

= Listening comprehension
= Vocabulary
«Complexity of sentence structure
« Conceptuat understanding
- wCritlcal thinking sKills
= Trusting, caring relationsnips

Strategu -a. Read to uour cmld and
Insure that your Child Is
Independently Reading each Day

“Reading Is to the mind what
exercise is to the body.”

~ &ir Rlchard Steele

The Impact of Summer
Reading :

¢ The best predictor of v When a chiki reads as few as
summer 19$s or summer 8IX 8ppropriatel leveied
gsin s whether arnot a DOOKS, S/he IS kel to fena

of f summer reading loss ang

gn:.gnrf;.'js during the malntain the reading gsins
made diring the previaus
schaal year.

Chikiren need “just right + Reading more than six Dooks
DOOKs™ ~bOOKS thatmatcn  Bver tha summer leadsto
thelr skill levels and chiidren are provided with 10 -
20 geif-selected chidren's

Interasts.

DOOKS at the end of the 1
regular school year, as many g
a5 50% not ony maintain their £
SKilS burt actualby make g‘g

reading gains. 5
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ldea Bank set a 5ummer
Reading Goal with your Child

« Find books that your child is Interested in

« Utillze Farmington Pullic Library’s book list
suggestions (see kid’s page)
www.farmlin.org

+ The following liNnk has muitiple links with
recommendations

http://childrensbooks.about.com

Strategy ®3: Provide Focused,
Effective Feedback About Our Chlid’s
Writing

= Wnen providing positive reedback:
-

& + Specificallyidentlfy what the child has done as a
- writer and show hitn or her an example within
& theirwiting plece
e
connect this accomplishment to the geals of
effective writing {see the *What Is Good Writing”
sheet In the f‘o!der) 50 s/he understands what
was done well In order to repeat it again In future
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Strategu ‘3. Provlde Focused,
Effective Feedback About our Child's
writing (cont.}

When providing const:ructlv‘e feedback:
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+ Togather, determine one speclfic area of Focus within your
chikl’s writing that canImpirove {see the "What Is Good
Writing® sneat In foider)

« Connect this focus to the goals of effective writing, so s/te
understands why wawant Lo work on this area

+ Modef/discuss how we couid work toward achieving this
goal
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Positlve Feedback Example

- 3
Student Writing - Taken from “Chores™:

“Dusting is the worst: dust, set down, pick up,
dust, set down. There are SO many things to dust,
and it's not fun,”

When I'read this, I noticed that you really showed
me what the dusting experience was llke and how

. boring It Is. This hefped me te picture you dusting
and it supported the big fdea in your writing plece
that chores are baring.

Constructive Feedback
. Example
stude.nl: Writing - Taken from "cmres":
“Chores aren't the worst, but they're definitely not the bastr”

Focused erea Lo improve: Winenlread this sentence | sidn't feel tike |
was ready for it to ba flrished. Youhsad given me somany detalls
tihroucholt the rest of the plece, butit uist seemedtoend., It's a
great ending sentence but Is missing something.

Goal, We want our writing to flowwell from the deglinning, through
tihe mitdie, Lo the end and feel balanced,

#lan: Let’s think abouthow can we help the reater pul together the
Kieas In your pfece and end with this septence? DO YoU Nave any
orher thoughts sbout choras to share With the reader?
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Providing Feedback
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“l think 1 did pretty well, considering -
that | started out with ablank piece &

of paper.”
-SteveMartin =




Strategg "'4 Reading Like a
Writer

“writers take their reading very serlousiy.
When they read, they discover toplcs for
their own writing. They become Interested
In new genres and formats. They study
authors’ technigues to learn how to
improve thelr own writing. They develop
mentor relatlonships with thelr favorite
writers, aspiring to be more like them.”

- Shelley Harwayne
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Reading ke a Reader

+ Reading llke a reader. We might
think of this as the “normal” way of
reading where we'try to figure out
what a piece of writing means by
understanding the words a writeris
using. But even this “normal™ wad is
tnore complicated then It seerns.
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Reading Like a erter

-« * Reading like a writer. When we read
from the perspective of awriter, we
focus less on what the writer is trying
to say and more on howthe writer is
saying it. Specifically, we look at the
techniques the writer is using to get
his or her message across and how
those techniques affect Uus as we
experience the text.
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ldea Bank Readlng Like a
Writer

Use this strategy, as well as the suggestions
on the “Read Like a Writer” sheet when you
read the following tupes of fiction and
nonfiction text with your child:

Picture books
Informational books
Chapter books
Magazine articles
Newspaper articles
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H!p, Hlp HOOI‘ ay fOl" the Rerurn Of t‘he
Hulg Hoop by Cralg Wiison

« IDEAS » Word Cholce/

~ What types of Voice

details does the - What techniques does
i the writer Use to make
wrlter use? the word choice more

T riow does the ememorabi,and rore
writer achleve memoratie.

his purpose? ~ How Does the writer
put personality Into the
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Strategy #5: Use ertlng tO
Promote Thinking

“Writing is thinking on Paper”
~ Wiliam Zinsser




" Use Wrlting to Promote
Thinking

- Writing Is an effective tooi to clarify
and deepen your child’s thinklng
about:

» Setting and achleving goals

» Understanding mathematical
concepts

« Current events within thelr lives and
the world around them
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ldea Bank Use ertlng tO
Promote Thinking

‘s Glve a math problem to your childand &
‘have them explain in writing how to
solve it
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= Have your child write a persuasive

something that they have bean
nagging you about (1., extending
thelr bedtime, letting them do
something, buying them something
that they want)
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oy Strategg "’6" Utillze Cholce tO
Motivate Children to Write

BSFRABIES

If our uitimate goal 1s to get our
children to write wel, we will be most
successful by giving them the ability
to choose what they want to write
abaout.
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Idea Bank: Opportunities for
Cholce

» Create an informational book about a
topic of Interest

» Create a graphic novel

* Begin scrap booking a speclal event
or trip

* Create ajournal to reflect upon a
sport or hobby

“What, we really want to see is chitdren who have
lots Of ideas for thelr writing. Children who begin
10 readike writers. Children who are excited
about writing and confldent that theu canwrite,
And, gimpses of another author- or of craft - Ina
chiki’s Writing, We want thern to try on lots of
shoes., We want them to walk around In all the
shoes they want, for as lohg as they ke, unti)
they begin to find shoes of thelr own,”

: - Heather Lovelace,

first grade teacher




